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Geoffrey Chaucer. From the Prologue to “The Canterbui A} \”M A [ m
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Below you will find two versions of the text:
written by Geoffrey Chaucer, and the second
English.

1. Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote 1.

2. The droghte of march hath perced to the roote, 2.
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1. Zephyr: the west wind
2. The sun is half way through the constellation of the Ram (Aries), i.e., it

POST-READING EXERCISES

1. Translate the following words into modern English: shoures, soote, d.
wende.

2. What elements of spring does Chaucer mention? Write down the effe:
«  The April showers
«  The west wind
«  Thesun
+  Birds
«  Nature in general

3. What is the effect of all this on mankind? What is the real reason fc
it only for pious motives?
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Indo-European (Proto - language)

—— The Germanic languages: English, German, Dutch, Norwegian, Danish,
and Swedish.
The Roman languages: Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and
Romanian.
The Celtic languages: Welsh and Gaelic.
The Slavic languages: Russian, Polish, Czech, Slovak,
Serbo-Croatian, and Bulgarian.
The Baltic languages: Lithuanian and Latvian.
The Iranian languages: Persian and Pashto.
The Indic languages: Sanskrit and Hindi.
Other miscellaneous languages; Albanian, Armenian.




Dutch
broeder

German
Bruder

English
brother

Russian
brat

Irish
Brathair
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Old English —~

Faeder ure thu eart on heofonum,
si thin nama gehalgod. Tobecume
thin rice. Gewurthe thin willa on

eorthan swa swa on heofonum.




e
Middle English

Oure fadir that art in heuenes,
halwid be thi name; thi kyngdom
cumme to; be thi wille don as in

heuen and in erthe.




Early Modern English (1611) z/:

Our father, which art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on

earth as it is in Heaven.




e
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odern English

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name. Your Kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power and the glory are

yours. Now and forever. Amen.
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Lewis Carroll. From “Alice's Adventures in Wonderland” (1865)

“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” is a work of children's literature by the British mathematician and
author Reverend Charles Lutwidge Dodgson under the pseudonym Lewis Carroll. It tells the story of a girl
named Alice who falls down a rabbit-hole into a fantasy realm populated by talking creatures and
anthropomorphic playing cards.

The tale is fraught with satirical allusions to Dodgson's friends and to the lessons that British
schoolchildren were expected to memorize. The Wonderland described in the tale plays with logic in ways that
has made the story of lasting popularity with children as well as grown-ups.
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“The Mock Turtles Story” (from Chapter 9)

(...) Then the Queen left off, quite out of breath, and said to
seen the Mock Turtle yet?' \
"No,' said Alice. "I don't even know what a Mock Turtle 1s.'
"It's the thing Mock Turtle Soup 1s made from,' said the Queen.
"I never saw one, or heard of one,' said Alice.

"Come on, then,' said the Queen, "and he shall tell you his histo/ /f
As they walked off together, Alice heard the King say in a low(),
company generally, “You are all pardoned.' "Come, that's a go PE
to herself, for she had felt quite unhappy at the number of exec

oy
R

had ordered.

They very soon came upon a Gryphon, lying fast asleep in the sun. (If you don't know what a
look at the picture.) "Up, lazy thing!' said the Queen, "and take this young lady to see the Mock ]
hear his historv. I must go back and see after some executions I have ordered': and she walked ol¥@caving



William S/mkespe(n'e.
From “Romeo anq Juliet” ;] 5952)

The /anguage in Shakespeare Plays harmonizes With the p pe _
of character who uses jr. 477 the characters speak in q =
distinctive Poetic style ranging from the talkative
of Capuler and the Nyyse 1o the melodramatic posed style of
Dybalr, Shakespeare uses lyric forms and conventiong to
Spotlight some moments ip the drama and thereby heighten the
impact of the actiop.

a/mm‘/-p) ‘0se

Act 7, Scene 5

ROMEO POST—READL\"G EXER(‘ISES
If I profane with my unworthiest hapq
This ‘1]0])’ shrine, ﬂ'lt gex_ch fine is this: 1. Read l/wfo//ml'ingpux.s‘age q/f/zeﬁr.s-l meeting of
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